I should like to tell you of an interesting journey I
took a few days ago into the interior of British Guiana. This
journey was planned about two months ago during a visit made
to Bartica~Potaro when Dr. Nicholson and I looked into health
rroblems in that district, At thst time we went to I!'shdia,
Tumatumari, 72 miles Potaro and Issano, following the route of
the District Dispenser. At Issano, we recached the end of the
Government Road and saw the point at which pork-knockers embark
on their long trip in the Mazaruni River in search of diamondse.

I had never seen this area and was keen.on learning how
people beyond Issano live gnd to see what frcilities are offered
to. themr ty the Government. It was then thaet plans were made for
me to join the cuarterly visit by the District Commissioner, in
order to save officers' time and to censerve on the uvse of trans-—
rort.

I landed by B.G. Airways plane at Tumereng =nd was met by
the District Commissioner who had just concluded court in the
district. Tumereng consists of a few shops, about two dozen
small houses and two dance halls which the pork-knockers use to
tie their hammocks at night. Sanitary conditions are very bad
and there is a need for improvements there. The B.G. Airwa,s
now runs a thrice weekly service to Tumereng, carrying in pork-
knockers, goods, mails and now and then, carrying emergency
medical cases to Cecrgetown. This service has been increased
as the tr: ffic to the ares has grown.

Tumereng is about a mile from Enachu, which is the
Government Compound consisting of Post Office, Dispensary, FPolice
Stationf%ﬁarden's Office, Rest House and quarters for these
Officers. At Enachu there are three contacts with the Coast -
telegraph, radio phone &nd a radio contact with Atkinson Field
for reporting meteorological conditions - wecther, cloud
formations, etc. In between Tumereng and Enachu is a settlement

known as Castries - named no doubt because of the fairly large
number of West Indian Islanders in the district, meny of whom

/come ...



2e

come from &t. lucia. Crgtries consists of & Church, houses
end shops.

But g11 sf this 1 did not see on the Saturday I landed
ot ‘lumereng. After the zirplsne landed smoothly in the
Vazarunl fiver, efficiently handled by one of the expert pilots
cf B.. Alrweays, we left glmost immediately by boat for
Kurupung, in order to resch before dark, We travelled in the
sub-arden's launch, cepteined by an Amerindisn. The party I
travelled with included the District Commissioner, the Police
Inspector from Bartica, Nr. Creva11§ and the Clerk of Court
from Suddie, Mr. Murray. My first meal in the Magzaruni was
one well worth remembering - stewed deer meat, shot by the
Police Inspector on his way up to Issano !

We arrived at Kurupung before dugk, and deposited our
things at the only Government building in the area - the Police
Stetion which has a small Rest House attached. "¢ th  welkeld
around Kurupung and saw all the houses 2nd shops ond met a
number of the miners and shopkeepers, who mrke up the population
of the area. <The nurber of miners in Kurupung has been growing
steadily due to the lure of diamonds in the mountains nearby.
There have been some fairly succescful diamond finds in the
Kurupung, thus the influx of miners to the ares. However, of
late, there hus been a decline or perheps all the worthwhile
spots are already cleimed. A new form of diasmond mining has
been introduced - what is popularly called water dogging. The
miners work the rivers and crecks, bringing up sand and gravel
to be ingpected for the precicus gems. This method does not
require that the miner be submerged under the water, which is a
ckill that requires treining and expensive equipment, vhich many
of the miners do not possess.

On the Sunday we went up the mountain near Kurupung to
Kumarau Falls, which, incicdentally I could not find on any of

the three maps of B.G., which T examined. If you do have a map
handy you will see the Kurupung River which is a branch of the
Mezaruni River. Xurupung is in the Xurupung Tiver and behind
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are the Merume Mountains, an extensive mountain range of
magnificient flat topped mountains, some of .hich look like man
made fortresses jutting cut cf the bush The trail we
followed up the mountain is the one uvsed by the miners to reach
their claims. The Government helps maintain this trail and had
recently done work there. The climb is strenuous and as I saw
dozens of men going aback =nd coming down, loaded with hLeavy
racks, I bed to admire their grest strength and endurance. Pork-
knocking mey sound glamorous to sgore pecile on the Coast, but

it is hard going, rough living and.reguires great determinstion
and strength of character ¢ persevere. “hen I held a meeting
later in the day at Kurupung one of the pork-knockers whec had
met me on the tr.;1 acked me how I liked it. I said "Tt was a
wonderful trip, but I 3gg'quite tireds¥ His snappy remark was
“VYes, . csew." "You were going at the rate of zbcut four feet
per hour." My progress was certainly clow Jorgorison to

the speed at which the miners move in some of the steepest parts
of the mountain.

The Kumarau Falls are a sight worth seeing - utterly
magnificient waterfalls set in a splendid bhackground. 'The
Kumarau Fells have three drops the lact being a sharp drop many
hundreds of fest, very much like our Tamed Kaieteur PFalls. 1t
is a sitej that will some day be developed as ¢ tourist centre,
I predict.

Mon ay and Tuesgay were Court days and the Digtrict
Commissionez/ ‘%Auégéuge& one of his meny duties, that cf
legistrate. \éome fifty cases were desalt with and the tesm -
travelled with, the Magistrate, the Police Ingpectcr, who was
tolice Prosecutor and the Clerk were kept very busy. I had the
oprortunity of seeing the Dispenser working at first hand and
ocbserved some of the problems he encounters. The Digpenser peys
a weekly vieit to Kurupung and spends about three deys. He has
to deal with a variety of diseases and accidentz. These which
are serious and which reguire services beyond those of s dispenser

are sent either to the Bartica Hospital or to Public .icgpital,
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Georgetown. One of the serious prchlemes of "¢ egrea 1= e act
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fcr a separate Dispensary building for Kurupung. <The Dispenser
was carrying on gallantly in the face of serious inconveniences.
During the time 1 was at Kurupung he did nis work from a guard
reom in the Station which was not a} all satisfactory.

Ve are now sceing about solving thieg problem znd Lope that it
will not e too long before we set up a Dispensary building at
Kurupung. Thig and other problems of the area were told to me
when I met a large number of the miners at a meeting on the Sund
afterncor.. I was greeted before the meeting by a petiticn
signed by a number of the regidents -~ e the ladies and
gentlemen of this remote part of ocur Colony Furupiig, hereby
welcome you in our midst, as cne of Hew Majesty's Ministers in
this Colony, to visit us anc to see for yourself what is

needes so0 gs to better our position in life. "¢ wicgh you in your
brief stay that you will enjoy the atmosphere of the entire
surroundings and on your departure you will have a safe passage
back home. We wish you God's blessings end the test of heelth."
Sur.ly such a geruine wilcoms rode re 7C. 1 — oy loywy that 1 had
come to Xurupung. T discussed a numbeir of the problems with
the people of Kurupung and am now in the midstzgxmnining tre
possibility of finding solutions to as many as possible.

From Kurupung we travelled back to Enachu. There I
examined the Dispengsary and small hosgpitsl which can take up to
seven patients. It ig a neat and well kept compound and cffers
£ very gool nedical ge vice to this remote part cf B.C. The
work dis in the hands of & cepable sand experienced Dispenser
who is well beloved in the ares. The Poet Ofiice does a brisk
business and I was happy on looking over the activity of the
Department to sece that a fair amount of money is deposited in
the Post Office Savings PBank and a good amount is sent out in
money orders. This shows that the earvningc of the pevk~knockers

are being well-channelled,

In the evening I met the miners of the ~p€a at Casiries

end had a long chat with them, I dicscussed with them the
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congtitutional develcorments now taking plece and exyrlained what
the Five Year Development »lan wa-: 2ll about. V'e talked over
their problems and had a lively discussion. We left early the
next morning for Uranapi®, where a mecting was held with the
miners. I received the following welcome address -

"Officials of our Covernmert, Ladieg  Centlemen,

Ve the ricreers of Orenapel are very rleased to welcone
to Oraenerel Nre. Jogen who is at the moment our Minister of
Labour, Health and Houszing. s ol ose arve wvory lully Lo eve her
jercorelly vty vz here today. We have also realised that you
have taken our interczt at heart whic. ~-. S0 o Lo here
with us. So we humble pray that you may grant us an attentive
heuring to our three rcc  deserving needs in our district. Our
present population is Just a little over holf en hundred working
between landing and twenty miles Puruni. Hirsgt we ask that
you ray use your good ffice in grewmiing us the privilege to
bte visited at least once a montlh by the Dispenser in the
lazaruni - it is over 18 past months since ocur district hes not
been visited hy a Dispenser. Secondly, we ask to bring to your
knowledge the deplorable and disgraceful condition of the only
road that takes us from landing to aback which has been ugzkert
by tre Govermmente It is nothing but a perfect death trap that
endangers our lives and limbs each day as we jacs by. Third,
and last we ask to enlighten y6u how inconvenient snd expernsive

ustelly find cuvrselvee tc attend Court at Enachu whenever
we happen to fall in the hands of the law. As there is no
other transportation but the weekly mail boat we generally have
to lose nearly a fortnight to %nachu and back. Bo we
respectfully pray that you may forward our grievences to the
head authoritieg of our lajesty's Court and tlnt the Lord may
speak within their learned hearts to grant us a court hearing
in our district vhenever we are in tre : " of the law. And
may God's richest blessings be always with you to continue
fighting for our country'e future development and may your

Government return head of the polls at the next election."
we .-»
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We are already in the process69f solving two of their problems
that of the monthly visit by the Dispenser and the cleaning of

the trail both of which should begin next month.
After Oranapai we trazvelled all day on the boat up to

Issano stopping off for a few minutes at Kamakusg, which at

one time was an important centre of activity in the area. I

am t0ld that a prison was once there and the remains of a

brick oven are gstill to be seen. There is sn impressive

grave of a young policeman who died by drowning some years ago.
Now, all of importance that remains is a rest house and the now
vacated sub-warden's house. I understand that this may be used
later as a youth camp. It is certainly a beautiful spot for
young people to spend a holiday and I would like to see progress
made in that direction. Swimming, fishing, camping and games
would keep young people fully occupied.

We arrived at Issano before dusk, in time to meeg a large
delegation of miners who had a number of problems to discuss
with me. Chief problem was that of overcrowding in travelling
on the P.W.D. lorries from Bartica to Issano and the insufficicncy
of loggie sracc Jor tying their hammocks at Issano. A very
interesting suggestion was made during our talks and that was
that Government should periodically publisl: the world prices of
raw diamonds. The popk-knockers felt that this would be a good
guide for them when they scll their diamonds. Some complained
that the prices oi.ered are not always the best. The kinistry
of Trade and Industry is looking into this suggestion now.

In the morning I visited the three loggies built by the
Government for use by pork-knockers and could sce the neecd for
improvements. - Issano, like Tumereng and Kurupung, has very
poor sanitation. Drains are blocked, garbage is not controlled,
latrines are too few and far between and houses are built in a
disorderly fashion. There is much room for improvements in

thig direction.
In the morning we left the last point in the Mazaruni

River and proceeded by jeep back to Bartica, stopping off first
at 72 Miles Potaro, the site of P.W.D. Headquarters. I pald a
¥isit to the Government lNidwife there 2nd saw the first baby
born in the little building which we converted, from my last
/visit ...
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visit, into a clinic for League work and a place for mothers

to have their babies in comfort. Baby and mother were doing
fine, thanks to the efficiency of our midwife, who incidentally,
was a graduate of the first group of women trained under our
accelerated midwifery training programme. Wwe arrived in Bartica
that afternoon, thus ending what was for me a Jjourney well worth

takingo
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